FOREWORD
The latest edition of Synergy is built around the theme of Horizons and you will see
there are a range of articles that take different aspects of this theme.
To say that UWC has broadened my horizon is an understatement. I still remember
my first day at the College (August 2011) with the Year 2 students when I went down
to the canteen for the welcome dinner. A student from Yemen was the first student
who greeted me. Remembering that over that summer Yemen had experienced
demonstrations which had resulted in sporadic shootings in the capital I tried to be
sensitive to the questions to ask. In empathizing with the student, he shared it had
been a difficult time…. ”Put it this way, we now have bullet holes in our home”.
This conversation made me realise that I was now working in a very different school
to what I had been accustomed to.
All who are part of the UWC community I am sure can think of experiences we have
had that have made us think very differently. That is very much part of that UWC
experience. It is these experiences that help us to think about what differences we
can make in the world.
This edition comes out when we are approaching Chinese New Year holidays.
Have a special time with family, loved ones and friends.
In Peace
Arnett
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TAKING THAT STEP

LAURE BLANCHEZ

I will forever remember leaving my parents
behind as I walked through the passport
checkpoint. I had been stopped at check-in
because my suitcase was too heavy. And as I
was emptying anything unnecessary from the
giant black bag in the middle of aisle, I found
myself shaking and unable to control myself,
sobbing. Yet, I was not really sad. In fact, I was
too stressed to be sad, but I think my nerves
were giving in.
On the sleepless night before my departure, I
had chatted over messenger with Nati (from
Uruguay) who was waiting for her flight in
Istanbul. We had shared our feelings about the
imminent departure and I confidently told her
that I thought I was ready to leave my parents.
Yet, as I hugged my mother for the last time, I
felt like I was a small worm in the world. How
would anything be better than my mother’s
embrace, my father’s confident pat on the
back and my brother’s and sister’s tight hug.
How could I justify making my parents shed so
many tears over me?
As I was looking into the eyes of the person
inspecting my passport, tears were streaming
down my face, yet a confident feeling in my
stomach told me that this was finally it. That I
was finally leaving, I had finally made it!

“HOW WOULD ANYTHING BE
BETTER THAN MY MOTHER’S
EMBRACE, MY FATHER’S
CONFIDENT PAT ON THE BACK
AND MY BROTHER’S AND
SISTER’S TIGHT HUG”

SYNERGY #9

The second step on my journey to LPC was
meeting Ismael (from Spain) at the gate in
Zurich. We were entirely alone in our corridor,
with no one else waiting on the rows of seats
next to us. Both of us were looking down at our
phones, probably changing our wallpapers
because, without internet or data connection,
there was nothing else to do. We were sitting,
facing each other, until both of us manoeuvred
by going to the bathroom, and coming back to
sit next to each other and simultaneously
asking “are you going to Li Po Chun?” Both of
us started talking excitedly to each other about
our expectations, our fears and our separation
from our parents.
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MEETING THE BOTH OF THEM
WAS MY FIRST TANGIBLE SIGN
FO WHAT LPC MIGHT LOOK LIKE.
THE VIBRANT INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY THAT WOULD WAIT
FOR US AT THE OTHER END OF
THE WORLD. AND THAT WAS
ALREADY MAKING ME A WHOLE
LOT MORE CONFIDENT ABOUT
LEAVING. NOW, IN A WAY, FOR
THE FIRST TIME, THIS SEEMED
REAL.
On the flight we met with Lucas (from
Germany). Meeting the both of them was my
first tangible sign of what LPC might look like.
The vibrant international community that would
wait for us at the other end of the world. And
that was already making me a whole lot more
confident about leaving. Now, in a way, for the
first time, this seemed real.

When I first arrived in my room, the first thing I
saw was a sign on the door, saying “welcome
Laure and Shermaine”. And when I walked into
the room, my desk was covered in Russian
sweets, Hong Kong noodles, a waﬄe from
Belgium from my second year, a mug and a cup
from my two second year roommates, a frame
from my buddy, the second year who would
guide me through my first months at LPC, and
welcome notes covering the desk. All of this
made me feel like I had arrived in something
that was already my home.

Landing amidst the skyscrapers made my
stomach churn from excitement. I was trying to
keep calm through immigration and not lose my
passport, but inside, I was jumping of
happiness. The second years were waiting for
us at the gate with flags and screams of joy and
excitement. We were overjoyed. Walking out of
the airport, my first impression was probably
the weather, the suﬀocating heat and humidity.
The second years were chatting happily about
life at the college, and insisting on carrying my
bags everywhere I went.
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Second years kept talking about taking us out,
that night, to the place they called honeymoon
dessert. The dessert contained a lot of jelly,
which was contrary to my habits. Yet, the
happiness of everyone was overwhelming in the
restaurant – everyone asking me where I was
from, wanting to know everything about me,
and telling me all about their wildly diﬀerent
lives was overwhelming. After talking for a long
time with my new roommates, Julia and Katya,
about what I should expect from Orientation
week, my flight, life at LPC, I finally laid my
head on my pillow.
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The next week was a blaze of hugs, cultural
shocks and exchanges of name and country. I
discovered that in Hong Kong, turtles were sold
alive, and that in Hong Kong you did not say
“Hi” randomly to people on the bus, unlike what
we used to do back home. I discovered that
people in LPC were the most open-minded I
had ever met, I discovered that they would
accept you for whatever you were.
I knew that there would be ups and downs in
the road ahead, but that first night at LPC, I was
overcome with a sense of joy and happiness. I
was not scared anymore; this place was
everything I had expected and more. That
night, I realised that I had traded one life for the
other, one family for the other and one future
for the other, and that it was the best decision I
had ever taken.
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BOTH THE OUTSIDERS AND THE INSIDERS:

A PEEK AT THE GUARDIANS OF LPCUWC
HOLLY LEUNG

The first smiles at the school gate. !
The sound of footsteps forming a harmony with the cat’s yawns. !
The figures in blue and black, walking cautiously but steadily around campus. !
These figures are the guards of Li Po Chun United World College of Hong Kong, a
small but nonetheless, extremely important portion of the college population. Although
they seem to be outsiders, largely uninvolved with the activities of the college, they
are also insiders of the college, the ones who know every corner and story of the
college, potentially even better than its residents.

Synergy has had the honor of interviewing Alice, one of the guards
at LPC.
How long have you been working
at LPC? What other experiences
have you acquired as a guard?

I've worked two years as a guard at
this college. Previously, I've worked
as a guard for quite a few years at a
service apartment building in Tsim
Sha Tsui. But I've never worked at a
school before coming to LPC, and it's
certainly a new experience for me.!

!

In an apartment building, I served
families; at a school, I served
students. Because of the difference in
the people who I serve, there will
naturally be variations in the
requirements and tasks for the guards. Compared to previous experiences, as a guard
at LPC, I feel more attached to the people I'm serving, mainly the students, because it
seems like the guards always have to be taking care of you all! If I were to give an

How does working in an apartment
building compare to working at a
school?
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example, no one living in an apartment building would be so careless in losing their
keys, and therefore have the need to ask the guards to open their doors for them!!
!
The duties we have are mostly as
expected, which include patrolling around
What are the duties of LPC
campus and reporting anything we find
guards?
unusual, opening the gate, monitoring the
entries and exits of visitors, etc. We also
try to deal with unexpected events, such as the fire alarm, drains, and even snake
sightings, which are surprisingly common around the college. !

!

My initial impression of LPC students was
What is your impression of LPC
that they were kind of strange and funny…
students?
In a good way, of course! There were some
instances when I felt that they were not very
independent and childish, especially concerning conflict management. However, I did
realise that they were actually very smart, hardworking, and in general, responsible in
terms of their studies. Year two’s especially. It seems that year one’s are in general
more free-spirited, while year two’s are more studious, with their tremendous academic
success being an indication of their hard work.!

!

During the summer of last year, an
extremely unpleasant thunderstorm hit
Hong Kong the night I was on shift. The
storm was so heavy that the CCTVs
were shaking, the computers were all
dead. Still, I went out to inspect the fire alarm, a huge bundle of keys clutched in one
hand and an umbrella in the other. After successfully finishing the inspection, I retreated
hurriedly to the guardhouse with the thunder roaring next to my ear in total darkness. It
was only after I was back at the guardhouse did I find I had been drenched by the rain.
This experience might not seem memorable to you, but to me, I still find it surprising
how I was unafraid to venture out in the storm. I guess it was the sense of duty and
obligation that ultimately drove my courage that night.!

Can you tell me about one of
your memorable moments at
the college?

!

If I were to summarize my
Are there any words you want to give
impression of the college: the
students are kind, the teachers the college community, or anything
are nice, and although I can’t
else you would like to say about LPC?
quite place it, there is just
something in this community that can forge connections between people in positive
spirits and good heartedness.

Text
SYNERGY #9
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CHINA INSIGHT: JOY IN ACTION
MARK PENJUELI

May I begin by saying that China is an amazing
place. I remember expecting to stereotypically
see cloudy skies throughout my entire trip, but
then I ended up seeing a familiar sight of blue.
It was a long soothing bus-ride from where we
were picked up to Chagen village. Being my
first time to go to China,

I must say that there was
surely a lot of green, more
green than what most media
make people think.

CHINA WEEK is a one week period in which first year students of Li Po
Chun UWC get the opportunity to travel to Mainland China to do service and
activity.
It is a major part of our education outside
the classroom (EOTC) that allows
students to achieve the aims of the
EOTC. This trip not only allows students
to serve the wider community, but also
helps students bond with each other and
experience the Chinese way of life
together.

The College offers several China Week
projects for students to choose from, one of
which being JIA. ‘JIA’ stands for ‘Joy in
Action’ and is a project dedicated to serving
the village of Chagen, which is an isolated
community of people with leprosy situated
in Guangdong province, mainland China.

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK:
CHAGEN
Chagen is a small isolated village community.
Most of the members of this community have
joined the village either willingly or because
they have been ostracized by their families or
not given sufficient support by their previous
communities. Chagen village was founded in
1959 and has a current population of roughly
90 villagers of which 75 are men and 15,
women. Life in Chagen is very communal with
all members of the community having a role to
play in the village, from village-heads to
vegetable-farmers to carpenters, butchers and
so forth. Having an average age of 70, most of
the villagers enjoy spending their spare time
on artwork, music and smoking. The village is
highly dependent on subsistence farming but
also raises livestock such as pigs and goats
for sale to outside communities.
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THE FIRST IMPRESSION:
OUR ARRIVAL
Tai Lang has been involved with
the JIA project for the past 5 years
and is an active supervisor of the
JIA team. Additionally, Zhang Jiang
University students have been
involved in the JIA project together
with students of LPC over the past
years.

Upon arriving at Chagen, the JIA team was
warmly greeted by the villagers, who helped
carry our baggage into our camping space.
The JIA family co-coordinated by staffmembers Helen and Amy, was joined by 4
local students from Zhang Jiang University and
Tai Lang, our project work-leader and
organizer from Japan.

“LOOK TO THOSE AROUND YOU
AND SEE IF THEY NEED HELP. IF
YOU FEEL LIKE YOU CAN DO
SOMETHING FOR THEM, DO IT.”
!

!

TAI LANG (JPN)
MESSAGE TO THE JIA TEAM

Contrasting my expectations, the old men
and women of the village moved around
and about with so much youth and
enthusiasm. I thought that it was surely
amazing to see how much they could do
despite the physical conditions they had
succumbed to. We always began our
mornings greeting the villagers in their
native language (
.!

(L TO R) TINA (ZHANG JIANG
UNIVERSITY), LIANG KANGRUN
(
)(HEAD OF VILLAGE),
AND TAI LANG

At Chagen, the JIA team had 3
MEALS meals a day. All meals were
cooked by members of JIA
themselves and was based on a schedule
which allowed everyone to have turns
cooking. Meals were cooked over firewood.
Majority of the meals cooked were vegetablebased and all meals were eaten using chopsticks. Since most members of JIA were
international students, this acted as an
opportunity to learn to eat using chop-sticks.

SYNERGY #9
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GETTING TO WORK:
THE EXPERIENCE

To get through the working days at
Chagen, the team assigned special roles to
certain members of the JIA team.
Translating was a key factor in the team’s
day-to-day operation and was mainly done
by the Cantonese-speaking students in JIA.

The main project in the village was to extend and construct a concrete pavement for
the villagers and involved a lot of distribution of work. It was an opportunity that
allowed everyone to work together and learn-through-doing. For most of the students
involved, it was their first time to mix cement while some had never properly used a
shovel before.

“EVEN THOUGH WE WERE
THERE TO SERVICE THEM, IT
SEEMED LIKE THEY SERVICED
US AND THAT’S WHAT MADE
THE EXPERIENCE MEMORABLE
FOR ME.”
NATALIE (HK)

“THERE WAS A POINT WHERE WE HAD ONLY A LITTLE MORE TO PAVE
BUT STOPPED BECAUSE WE HAD REACHED THE END OF THE WORKDAY, THEN SUDDENLY A GROUP OF VILLAGE-MEN RUSHED IN TO
FINISH THE JOB FOR US. I FELT SO BAD BUT SEEING THEM DO WHAT
THEY DID WAS SO TOUCHING

—I FELT SOMETHING DIFFERENT.”
KAGAN (TURKEY)

Other days were spent on additional tasks
such as repairing a concrete driveway into
the village, clearing ditches and setting-up
curtains in the rooms of the residential
blocks.

!
8
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Home visits were also a big part of our project at Chagen. During this, we planned visits
to the homes of the villagers with the intention of getting to know them more and
providing some warm entertainment and laughter. The JIA team planned activities to do
with the villagers before the home visits such as charades, dancing and even singing. !
!

“I REALLY LOVED THE
HOME-VISITS BUT I
WISH WE HAD MORE
DAYS AT CHAGEN TO
DO MORE OF IT.”

!

SNEHAA (INDIA)

!
Villager enjoying the friendly company during
home visits.

!
!
!

The last evening in Chagen was dedicated to performing for the villagers and hosting
up them to a small party in the village courtyard. The JIA team prepared dances, songs
as well as small skits for the villagers.!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
THE BOYS AND TAI LANG
PERFORMING THEIR OWN FAN DANCE.

SYNERGY #9
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Living in Chagen was an opportunity for all members of JIA to get a taste of communal
living, which was our main means of completing tasks daily. This is because it gave
everyone a hands-on experience in learning how the villagers at Chagen live their life
and allowed us to be involved in that lifestyle with them. The JIA family spent a total of
3 days at Chagen and 4 evenings at Chagen.!

“3 DAYS WAS A SHORT TIME BUT
I FELT LIKE I LEARNT A LOT FROM
THIS EXPERIENCE AND I WISH WE
COULD STAY FOR LONGER.”
LUKAS (GERMANY)

Leprosy has been stigmatized and the
experience at Chagen with JIA has
surely opened my eyes to believing
that people with leprosy are no
different from the rest of us and
should be treated with care and love
whether treated or untreated. !

IT IS NOT THE PHYSICAL LIMITS BUT THE HEART that drives someone to be strong
and this is something I have learnt while at Chagen and I am glad that I got this
opportunity to be a part of Joy in Action, 2016.

JIA members squeeze in for a group photo with the villagers.
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It's Lit! MESCA Cultural Evening
Middle East South Central Asia cultural evening

MESCA stands for Middle East South Central
Asian cultural evening. India, Iraq, Sri Lanka,
Maldives, Nepal, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Bhutan,
Turkey, Western Sahara, Morocco and Palestine
are some countries included in MESCA.
In the LPC community, MESCA is a very
important cultural occasion because it includes
a variety of cultures. It was on 22nd of October.
Before that evening, we had some cool preevents.

DISAL LAHIRU

For the next pre-event we did a henna activity.
Henna is an art done by mehndi on hands. Art
students of LPC helped a lot in this pre-event
as many of them loved this henna art. Apart
from this, there were diﬀerent types of MESCA
tea for all students who were suﬀering from the
rainy weather. Best songs of MESCA played
during the event and most students enjoyed it
by dancing.

PRE EVENTS
The first pre-event was the spice challenge.
Twelve brave students accepted the challenge
and tasted five various types of spices for the
challenge. Finally, ten people successfully
completed the challenge.
Arabic scribe was the next pre-event. Arabic
students who study at LPC helped others to
improve their knowledge on Arabic and taught
them how to write their names in that language.
Students loved that pre-event.
SYNERGY #9

Disal & Minami at Arabic Scribe
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REFLECTIONS FROM MESCA MEMBERS
Let’s hear what students in the MESCA group think about the event:
“I feel happy for having MESCA in our first
term. I took part in the food team and Sri
Lankan dance that lead by my co-year.
Though it was unfamiliar to me to dance, I
enjoyed it and had that satisfaction of
representing my country.”
-Lambo Tharan (Sri Lanka)-

South Asian Dance

Ghali as MESCA Queen

“Overall, I believe MESCA was a rollercoaster.
I didn’t only learn about the people around
me. But in ways I learnt about myself. Until
this day, I miss the sleepless night and
chatting about all sorts of things. I wouldn’t
lie, it was stressful at times, I’m sure everyone
was at the verge of a breakdown. Maybe it
was the fact that we were the first cultural
evening or maybe we just wanted to rise
above all expectations, but I wouldn’t be the
first to say the hard work surely paid off.
Through MESCA, I made some of my closest
friends and made some of my best memories.
My one tip of advice; keep yourself prioritized.
There is nothing worse than losing track of
your work, your social life and especially
sleep. MESCA was a roller coaster, but I loved
the thrill. I really did.”

“I felt that MESCA was definitely very well
organized and executed. All of the events
turned out to be a success as a result of the
hard work that everyone put in. One of the
highlights for me in MESCA were the dances
that were showcased during the cultural
evening as I thought that the dancers really let
MESCAN culture shine through. The food
aspect as well which also a vital part of
MESCAN culture was very well executed as
well as everyone demonstrated willingness to
help cook and prepare the food, which in the
end, turned out to be a fantastic selection of
MESCAN cuisine on the evening. Overall, a
job very well done.”
-Joshua Raphael (India)-

-Giovanna Hansrao (India)-
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“It was very interesting to talk and work and
collaborate with MESCAN people and for me
as a mescan I really enjoyed every single day
whatever if we were talking, preparing
together and I’m really proud to be a part of it
and really satisfied with what we did and more
importantly I’m happy with the big bonds that
I’ve created during those days of MESCA and
I’m lucky to work with an amazing family;
MESCA family.”
-Mohammed Kad (Iraq)-

Final Performance
“MESCA. I have to admit it, in the beginning,
I was like ‘how the hell can we make Arabs,
Persians, Pakistanis & Indians live together?’
To be honest, it was one of my most intense
experience in the school; both challenging and
very exciting. I remember how we used to talk
about how MESCA would be, and we achieved
that goal, not easily but I’m convinced we did.
The efforts we all put in organizing the preevents, imagining a coherent story embracing
all our cultures and differences, and the stress
we had by meeting our deadlines, preparing
the food and so on, made the cultural evening
in my eyes a real experience of teamwork. I
simply loved it in all its aspects, and already
deeply miss it.”

Yemeni Dance

-Ghali Laraqui (Morocco)-

Bhutanese Song

Cultural Skit by Musab & Kartik
SYNERGY #9
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REFLECTIONS FROM NON-MESCA STUDENTS
Let us now change a perspective and listen to those who are not from the MESCA group.

Belly Dance
“MESCA is definitely a great experience for
me. Excellent performance and arrangement.
I have learnt so much about the conflict in the
Middle East Region. In addition, the food is
tasty as well and I love the part of the South
Asian Dance the most. I think the dancer had
did a great job in terms of showing the
MESCAN culture. It was a memorable day!”
-Gabriel Tam (Hong Kong)-

Barath Natyam
“MESCA was great! We’ve learnt a lot of
new things about middle-east and south
central Asian part of the world. We like the
fact they introduced us to that in a funny way,
through laugh but at the same time they
finished it on the serious and really nice way.
We enjoyed that evening really much. We liked
the fact that we had to dress mescan and that
before it started everybody was together
getting ready and burrowing things to look
more MESCAN. We had a great experience for
our lives.”
-Amina (Bosnia) and Anthea (Italy)-
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CULTURAL FESTIVALS OF SRI LANKA
DISAL LAHIRU

!Sri Lanka, my motherland, is an
island country situated south of
!India. This diverse country is mostly
!famous for its scenery, historical
rich culture and tea. There
!value,
are three major ethnicities in Sri
!Lanka: Sinhalese, Tamils and
Each ethnicity has a
!Muslims.
different culture, based on their
!historical development. Sinhalese
originated in India. During
!culture
the King Dewanam Piyathissa reign,

They brought Buddhism and their
culture, language, alphabet, art,
architecture. Tamil culture, on the other
hand, came to Sri Lanka from South
India. Tamil leaders of ancient South
India invaded Sri Lanka and some of
South Indians stayed in Sri Lanka
even after they fell from power. As a
result of such a rich culture, there are
many cultural festivals in Sri Lanka.
Here are a few of them.

a group of monks from India led by
Mihindu Thero came to Sri Lanka.

VESAK FESTIVAL is an important
occasion for Sri Lankan Buddhists. They
celebrate the birth, enlightenment, and
passing away of Buddha on that day. Full
moon day of May is considered as the
Vesak day. During Vesak, all Buddhist
houses are decorated by lanterns and
colourful blubs. Teenagers are busy with
making lanterns for competitions, filling
the streets with festive decorations. There
are also psalm-singing performances by
little children.

“ALL BUDDHIST HOUSES ARE
DECORATED BY VESAK
LANTERNS”
SYNERGY #9

People, often old people, go to a temple
and observe sill on that day. Most of the
young people get on their bicycles and
travel throughout the village searching for
Dansals (a place where food is given for
free). Dansal holders organise them at their
best and have the joy of donating. Temples
are decorated with colourful lights and they
are filled with the crowd. Electrically-lit
pandals called thorans can be found nearby
on the streets.There are Vesak regions
organised by various organizations or the
president. They are full of Dansals, psalm
song competitions, Vesak lantern
competition, pandals and many other
amazing sights.
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DIWALI is a festival celebrated by
Hindus/Tamils. On this day, people light oil
lamps in their homes. There are many
stories regarding the origin of this festival.
However, the most common story is the
destruction of a vicious giant by a goddess
named Shakthi with her ultimate power. To
give thanks to the goddess, people offer
this festival to Shakthi. It is usually
celebrated during night time. People keep
awake for the whole night, as they stand a
banana stem in front of their homes and
keep a coconut-lamp on the top of the stem
to burn throughout the night.

Tamils of the village get together and
chat the whole night while burning the
lamp. Also, they prepare a variety of
food items on Diwali and share with
each other during the night chat. They
make prayers in their homes and
worship temples as well. Tamils go to
temples to light towers of coconut
leaves, which burn bright into the sky.
There are also people who light fire
crackers and other fireworks. People
wear new clothes on this day.

“A GODDESS NAMED SHAKTHI
KILLED HIM USING HER
ULTIMATE POWER.”

KANDY PERAHARA: Temple of
tooth relic in Kandy is the main religious
temple of Sri Lankan Buddhists. Once a
year during the month of August, there is a
festival called Nuwara Perahara in this
temple. During the Perahara, the tooth relic
is taken around the city by temple leaders
and thousands of people go there to see this
amazing celebration.!
The most attractive thing in this celebration
is the elephants. Trained elephants are used
to hold the tooth relic for travelling around
with it. On the Perahara day, elephants

The festival also contains lots of Sri Lankan
traditional dances and other events like fire
throwing, lashes, playing with rabans,
walking on false legs etc. It is a very
important cultural festival in Sri Lanka.

“ONCE A YEAR DURING THE
MONTH OF AUGUST, THERE IS A
FESTIVAL CALLED NUWARA
PERAHARA IN THIS TEMPLE.”

are dress in colourful costumes.
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SINHALA AND TAMIL NEW YEAR: This festival is celebrated by both
Sinhalese and Tamil people. During the day of New Year celebrations, these groups
cook, bathe, eat, and do other activities as such. They make traditional food in their
homes and share it with their neighbours. They organize New Year events in every
village. These events include fun games like pillow fighting on a trunk, tug of war and
many others.

SYNERGY #9
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WE WALK THE TALK: GLOBAL ISSUES FORUM
GALIA PAUL

IF THE HORIZON IS DARK, BRING YOUR OWN LIGHT: THE GLOBAL
ISSUE FORUM WILL HELP YOU TO FIND IT!
WHAT PURPOSE? HOW IS
IT A SIGNIFICANT PART OF
UWC?

- Thinking to solutions and limits
of issues...

- Support of the freedom of
expression

- Give general awareness of
-

global and environmental
issues
Take responsibilities, feel
concerned about it

WHY?
GIF is a whole part of UWC life
and values, be aware and reflect
on what happened ! It is a
constructive debate on actual
problematics, where you learn
how to express yourself and
defend your opinion in a big
assembly, it should to be made
compulsory!

What's GIF?
- A super great meeting which happens every
-

two weeks for all the LPC students and
teachers!
Express its opinions about diverse topics such
as feminism, democracy, sustainability,
terrorism or religious fundamentalism!
Sharing culture and values, of different
backgrounds that we come from
Promotes the ethics of respect, accommodate
differences (cores UWC values)

TIMELINE!
0:00: Brief presenting of the subjects, real life cases,
arguments against and for the chosen issue
0:15: Opening the discussion ! One minute per people!
0:25: Lara cross her arms vigorously. Something offended
her.

LARA:
"Even though I consider myself to be a
world citizen and a feminist, I feel the need
to clarify some things considering the
Ottoman Harem. When someone says the
word “harem”, the first thought that comes
to mind is a sultan surrounded by
sexualized figures of women 24/7. I find
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this image to be somewhat unreflective:
harem is not the Sultan’s playground. The
Ottoman Palace is divided into two parts:
Harem and the Administration, hence it
serves to be the Sultan’s home. It is true that
the main concept includes the Sultan
“owning” the women he has in his harem
(and it is many, compared to European

SYNERGY #9

palaces), although this feat in practice is
very much differs than the “idea”. First of
all, many of the women were collected as
“war conquests” (especially during the
first times of the empire) and towards the
latter times, some families gave their own
children up for their own good. The
women in Harem were considered to be
educated and lived their lives at a higher
standard than the rest of the public. Most,
if not all, of them were taught how to
read, write, sew, dance, music, manners
and table manners. Towards the end of
the Ottoman Empire, women were often
married off to other men and they were
very well respected. Also the Sultan had
a maximum of four wives,

even though it is conceptually against what
we stand for these days, it is still legal
according to she Sharia Law and they
were often arranged according to political
alliances. Considering that it was
numerically impossible for the Sultan to
“consummate” every one of those
relationships (if you count every women in
the harem to have one with the Sultan), it
is not that much different than most
European courts, where there were “official
mistresses” living next to queens. Thinking
of the Ottoman harem only by its sexual
perspective would be the same as
classifying Game of Thrones as porn.

Even though I would wholeheartedly agree that the
availability of this polyamory exists only for the men in
this case and that it doesn’t do the other side justice, its
sexual perspective overcoming its benefits and other
aspects (such as political importance) in the eye of the
world is something that we should work on.

0:28: GIF leader's answer :

ALVIN: GIF
MEDIATOR!
Alvin Cheung, a Hong
Kong student the
facilitator of GIF will talk
about his commitment
and how GIF can lead
people to make a
difference.

SYNERGY #9

"Yes, the GIF team did in purpose this
assimilation of the harem to a sexual place.
It is actually the picture convey by medias,
the literature in western cultures. We wanted
to show the stereotypes, but yes, we
completely agree with you, stereotypes are
not the truth."
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CURRICULUM?
Born in 2001 as a debate
Quan Cai ! *
Integrated into the schedule
2 years ago.
Vocabulary!
Quan Cai: CAS, means
Creativity, Action and service
activities, compulsory to pass
the IB!

WHERE DO YOU
TAKE YOUR IDEA OF
THE DEBATE?
- News ! (presidential in
USA as potential next
subject)

- Polemic subjects

(Umbrella movement
in Hong Kong which
reached its climax 2
years ago) - still an
actual topic, where we
recently have speeches
about Hong Kong
independence.

-->Some politic groups
try to make more and
more conscientious the
Hong
Kong's citizens of their
politic expression rights.
The school has a pretty
liberal attitude:
considerate of the
diversity of origins,
cultures, different
backgrounds of the
students, the general
thinking can be only
open-minded.
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DO YOU HAVE ANY
FUTURE DISCUSSION
TOPICS IN MIND?
We will be interested to
talk about the SinoAmerican, Sino-Japanese
relations in the future.
There is also a special GIF
for each cultural evening.
Discriminations and
violence against women
will also be a potential
subject. It happens today
everywhere and
sometimes, because of
trivialization of the
problem, we don’t pay
attention to it. However,
inequalities have to be
broken. Fempo, a group
of student here, fight for
that everyday, but that is
another story…

Then, the sultan had
"only" 4 main wives,
changing through the
politics alliances along
history. It is a sort of
equivalent of european
court, but a court of
women. They have a
higher education (writing,
reading, dancing, music,
well-mannered behavior,
table service) than the
average population, and
even if they don't have
equal rights and freedom
like men, they are
responsable of sultan's
entertainment, and can
leave the harem to marry
with an other man. It still a
gender segregation, but
harem was really
sexualized by european
culture."

How can you express yourself in the
such a big assembly!?
- Laugh = ‘judge’ the speaker... so
please avoid if you don't want laughs
about yourself !
- Agree ? Be expressive ! The speaker
will appreciate ! Move your hands
from right to left !
- Disagree ? Hit your fists!
- Feel offended ? Don't keep it for you !
You can cross your arms in the air. In
this case, you can immediately
answer to the Assembly ! But to don't
abuse the right is the condition for its
existence.

So now ! It is time for you to bring in the light on your convictions ! And help us
to change the world ! Impossible you say ? Only great sentences without
actions ? But we start by a speech before actions. Changing the people's mind
is the first step. The second is to built this commitment and go !
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EUROPE: THE INTERPLAY OF
REFUGEES AND EXTREMISM
You might have felt a squeeze in your heart when
you saw Alan Kurdi’s little limp body being
picked up on the beach. Or you might have felt
your stomach turn when you saw the bloodied
bodies of men being carried out of the Bataclan
Theater by first responders. You might have felt
rage stir inside of you when European countries
build fences around their borders to keep
refugees out. These few months have been
marked by a rising extremism in Europe. Is this
extremism justified? Can it lead to positive
results, or will it bring destruction to the Union
that has kept the European states together for
the last 21 years? Are some Europeans states
justified in rejecting Refugees streaming into the
Union by the thousands? Or are they violating
their human rights?

THE FLEE
With an estimated 1 million immigrants arriving
mainly from war-torn Syria, but also from
Afghanistan, Somalia and Iraq, the European
Union is put under high pressure. Our
increasingly globalised world has prompted many
to flee war, poverty and persecution and seek a
better life in Europe. Although countries like
Turkey (2.5 million refugees), Lebanon (1.1
million), Jordan (635 000) are taking in the most
refugees from Syria, many refugees are aiming at
a better life conditions and are making a journey
fraught with dangers to Europe.

JORDAN

1.1 0.6
LEBANON

TURKEY

2.5

NUMBER IN MILLIONS OF
REFUGEES TAKEN IN
SYNERGY #9

LAURE BLANCHEZ

“WHEN IT COMES TO HUMAN
DIGNITY, WE CANNOT MAKE
COMPROMISES.”
-ANGELA MERKEL
RESPONSE OF EUROPEAN
COUNTRIES
Germany has pledged to accept 40 000
refugees, or 54% of the EU’s total amount of
refugees. France and Britain have accepted to
take their EU assigned quota of refugees,
24 000 and 20 000 respectively, which is not
nearly enough to solve the situation. Other
countries have been less welcoming. Poland
has refused to take in a single refugee after the
Paris terrorist attacks. Slovakia’s policy is to
take in refugees as long as they are Christian.
Hungary has started building a border fence to
keep refugees out. And although much of the
attention is directed towards Europe when
talking about the refugee crisis, one has to
remember that Europe only takes in 5% of the
total number of refugees coming from Syria.
Most refugees are in countries
such as Turkey, Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq. Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait
ACCEPTED BY
and Oman have also
GERMANY
refused to take in even one
refugee from Syria.

54%
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$7 BILLION
REFUGEE AID
THE TURKISH DEAL
To solve the issue of the current influx of
refugees, European leaders made a deal
recently with Turkey; Greece would return all
“illegal and irregular” migrants arriving on Greek
soil, and in return the EU would seriously
reconsider the entry of Turkey in the EU as a
member state, allow Turkish citizens to travel to
Europe without a visa, and Turkey would
receive $7 billion in Refugee aid. Many question
the legality and morality of this deal considering
that Turkey has overcrowded refugee camps
due to the sheer amount of refugees coming in,
and thus many refugees are left without
healthcare and education. In addition, under the
UN’s convention on refugees, the EU cannot
return refugees arriving on its soil, and should
take in its fair share.

THE VICIOUS CYCLE
Unfortunately, in Europe, the public opinion is
turning more and more against refugees. With
terrorist attacks perpetrated by the terrorist
group, Islamic State, the general public is afraid
of terrorists entering Europe while posing as
migrants. However, there is no evidence that
the perpetrators of both the Paris, Brussels and
Nice terrorist attacks were refugees. Rather,
they were young men living in a country with
little very opportunity due to their ethnic
backgrounds and religion. Because of the rising
Islamophobia in Europe, politicians are less and
less willing to accept refugees. This rejection on
the part of their government and the general
population, as well as a general lack of
opportunity, jobs and quality education is
making more and more young Muslim citizens
of European countries willing to take extremist
actions, such as terrorist attacks These terrorist
attacks make the populations of Europe more
and more uneasy about refugees and the
Islamic communities living in Europe. Thus the
vicious cycle goes on.
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SEPARATION & FEAR
This rising fear of Islam and refugees is seen in
the most recent developments in European
politics. Recently, Britain voted in a referendum
to leave the European Union. Although there
were many reasons for the outcome of the
referendum, a main argument of the leave camp
was that staying in the European Union would
mean having to take in refugees, which, they
argued, would mean a rising danger of terrorist
attacks. In France, far-right politicians like
Marine Le Pen and her party the Front National,
have made great gains after the terrorist
attacks, winning large part of the electorate in
the Regional Primaries. We can see the same
thing in Germany with the rise in popularity of
the extremist PEGIDA (Patriotic Europeans
against the Islamisation of the West) party in
Germany. Although not every European has
such drastic views, their recent rise is alarming
at a time when we should work towards
integration of the refugee community with the
local community. Instead, a mixture of racism
and fear creates an increasing division in the
communities.

A RATIONAL DIVISION
The enormous influx of refugees in Europe is a
problem, not only for European governments
but also for the refugees arriving in Europe.
There is no perfect solution to solve this
complex issue. Yet, if all of us were informed
reviewed the facts and kept an open mind
about every individual refugee, integration
would be made much easier, breaking a vicious
cycle of fear. We should have a full view and
understanding of the situation before passing
judgments, rather than to listen to one sided
opinions.
SYNERGY #9

SEEING THE HORIZON
IN THE DARKNESS

XIAOYU WU

Imagine you leave your hometown, starting a
brand new life once you step on this strange
land; Imagine someone suddenly throws you
into an unexplored forest where you find the
environment so diﬀerent. Sounds familiar? So
unprepared? So much to complain? So lost?
Just like the following two students, I feel the
same way as one of the first years from
mainland China; My first impression of LPC is
as a piece of land in a dark forest. Let’s unveil
the mysterious yashmak of this “unknown
zone” and see what we have experienced in
LPC.

EXPLORE THE CULTURAL FOREST
“There are so many things diﬀerent from my
culture which actually made me feel
uncomfortable at first,” said Yingsi, a first year
from a small village in Guangxi, China, who has
never been anywhere farther than her
hometown before she came to LPC. “For
example, I’ve never eaten while talking with
friends and laughing out loud because it is
considered impolite in my culture”, she said,
“However, I think LPC made me more openminded, and I really appreciate this new culture.
It draws people closer to one another.
Meanwhile, I try to maintain my own culture as
well,” said Yingsi, “sometimes I tell my friends
about the traditional table manners of my
hometown, and we don’t think there is anything
wrong with either way of behaving at the table.
That’s a special thing I learn from LPC as well!”
Here in LPC, students with diﬀerent
backgrounds share and exchange their
cultures, sometimes blending and celebrating
cultural diversity.

“HOWEVER, I THINK LPC MADE
ME MORE OPEN-MINDED, AND I
REALLY APPRECIATE THIS NEW
CULTURE. IT DRAWS PEOPLE
CLOSER TO ONE ANOTHER”
SYNERGY #9

Yingsi

This is just a beginning of Yingsi’s “cultural
forest” tour. “Education here also impressed
me as well”, said Yingsi, “It was surprising that
we are actually meant to study and apply
knowledge from books by ourselves.” At
school, it is students’ own choice to put basics
into practice. For instance, students are
expected to design their own experiments with
reference to their learnt knowledge, and such
thinking skills when applying knowledge cannot
be obtained from books.
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Compared to the education system in mainland
China, here, the IB system emphasizes more on
independent studying and self-exploration.
“Actually, the style is so diﬀerent, and I have no
idea about how to conduct the experiment
myself; But with the help and support from my
tutors and friends, I feel more active and my
knowledge is under my control now,” said
Yingsi, “I feel good in this way!”
Diﬀerences are just as common in LPC.
Students are chosen, gathered from diﬀerent
countries with diverse culture and values; Not
surprisingly, some of them have similar
experience. Diﬀerences are all around
campus, no matter how small it could be such
as on canteen table, or how as big it could get
to the distinctive attitude towards education.
Sometimes, it is just a small step for us to leave
our comfort zone and try to embrace diﬀerent
cultures; we will fall in love with cultural
diversity and new cultures instead,
appreciating them, just as Yingsi does.

EXPLORE THE LANGUAGE FOREST
“Hi, I am Changling, you can call me Ling!”
When you see a boy with a big warm smile,
busy introducing himself to everyone he meets
along the way with his “Anhui-accent”, it is
definitely Changling, a first year from China.
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“I WANTED TO MAKE MORE
FRIENDS BUT WAS LIMITED BY
MY LANGUAGE ABILITY. I OFTEN
FELT FRUSTRATED BY THIS.”
Changling used to be in a Chinese-speaking
environment and Chinese was the only
language he felt comfortable with. “I felt really
anxious before coming to LPC because of my
poor English skills,” Changling commented
about himself, “It’s even hard for me to
understand daily-life small talks. It gets really
awkward sometimes, and the only thing I could
do is smile and nod”.
This language barrier was the hardest to
overcome during the first few weeks. “I wanted
to make more friends but was limited by my
language ability. I often felt frustrated by this.”

Changling
SYNERGY #9

In fact, there are so many students in LPC from
all around the world who did not have English
as their first language. “LPC was actually one of
the starting points for me to practice my
English, because I wanted to feel more
confident with talking to people and making
friends. However, this was just the first stage of
my plan”, said Changling, “As I gained
confidence, I want to have a smoother
conversation with native speakers!
“It surprised me,” said Changling, “that my
language barrier did not matter while I was
making friends. I started to realize that English
is just a tool for communication; no one will
judge you simply by your language proficiency.
People even help me with my English, that’s like
a tuition-free teacher (laugh)!”

“WHAT I WANT TO SAY TO
ENCOURAGE THEM IS TO BE
BRAVE TO EXPRESS YOURSELF,
TRY A LITTLE HARDER EVERY
DAY. ALWAYS MAKE YOURSELF
FRIENDLY, SOMETIMES ALL IT
TAKES IS JUST ONE SMILE AND
A SIMPLE GREETING.”
To those who are uncomfortable to speak in
languages besides their mother tongue,
Changling gave his advice, “What I want to say
to encourage them is to be brave to express
yourself, try a little harder every day. Always
make yourself friendly, sometimes all it takes is
just one smile and a simple greeting.”

SYNERGY #9

WHEN YOU ENCOUNTER
YOUR LIGHT
Several months have passed, Yingsi and
Changling, just like any of us, have developed a
better sense of living in LPC. They are searching
in the dark, but approaching the beams of light
from the rising horizon—— there are new
opportunities waiting for us to explore, and
especially for those we will soon appreciate
and cherish.

I.
There is a forest once upon the time
no one knows what’s inside.
People went past, but never stopped by,
why?
Because they are afraid of the grown trees,
so high that block every beams of light.
so much you curious,
never dare to try.
how’s it like?
II.
One day you go,
at first so lost.
unaware of the time, and which way to go--you feel overwhelmed;
but you did not drop,
instead you tried and uphold.
In a time so long,
From the horizon,
The light engulfs the dark,
Starts to make it clear,
and fill your heart with hope.
Oh,
a comfortable zone;
Oh,
a temporary home.
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A LITTLE BOAT FLOATS ALONG THE EDGE OF THE WORLD,
EVERYTHING ELSE IS ON FIRE
Anson Lin

!

I. This is a story about stories.!
II. Most stories are lies: this one is full of them.!
III. It's okay to not understand this story, I don't either.!

------------------------------------------------------------------!
A little boat floats along the edge of the world, a very old woman and a very young child
sits inside.!
The very old woman looks like she's been reborn 7 times.The very young child looks like
an oak tree, or just an oak leaf.!
The little boat floats along the edge of the world.!

!

Are we going to die?!
If we reach the horizon, we’ll be fine.!

!

The boat continues to float.!

!

I don’t see birds anymore.!
Maybe they forgot how to fly.!
Who taught them?!
I don’t know, I didn’t teach the birds. I taught children.!

!

!
The child looks at the old woman suspiciously and begins to say something,
but swaps words for a smile instead.!

!

Did it pay well?!
No, so I make candles too. I made them all smell like home, I bring them for the
children. Most of them like them very much, some detest them. Those are the ones
who learn how to fly. They fly well too.!

!
!
!

The child considers this for a moment. !

!
!
!

The world is ending, and the boat is rocking.!

I made wings from the skin of people who fell asleep or fell in love and never woke
up.!
Skin is so flimsy and hard to work with. They’re basically kids. Why not feather and
wax and more beautiful things?!
Icarus was my brother.!
Oh, but there is nothing I wouldn’t give to be that close to the sun.!
I don’t know why all you poets are so obsessed with the sun. Look around:
everything is on fire.!

I’m getting pretty tired.!
Don’t fall asleep yet. Look at the horizon. !
I can only see under moonlight. I want to sleep.!
I miss the moon. Don’t you miss the moon?!
Yes, of course. I’ve been busy. When you’re busy, you miss everything.!
Really? What have you been doing?!
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Surviving all the wars.!
Oh? How did you get pass the mustard gas?!
I tore my lungs out and held them to my stomach.!
Oh, that’s very smart.!
They were very slippery, but easy to swallow. !

!

!
The sun is becoming bigger, and so is the moon. The sky falls as the sea
rises, and the boat continues to float. The old woman closes her eyes as the child
looks at everything. One of them is afraid.!

!

Where were you during all the wars?!
We didn’t have any wars where I grew up. !
That must’ve been boring. !
Most of the time, but not always—we had lots of time to dream,!
I’m not very good at that. I never seem to do it right. Where did you dream?!
We stayed in our houses a lot, sometimes in trees. The only time I’ve ever gotten
out was to get on this boat.!
But you said you taught kids to fly.!
And to teach kids to fly.!

!

!
The old woman starts to laugh, but swaps it for a smile instead. The child
looks at the horizon. One of them is worried.!

!

Did you just sit around all day? Did you sit in a rocking chair?!
Oh I’d much rather sit in an electric chair. I’d choose that over the rocking chair any
day.!
Is growing up really that terrible?!
I don’t know. I’ve been too scared to try it.!
What else have you been afraid to do?!
I’m afraid I can’t tell you.!

!
!
!

The child laughs, but not for very long.!

!
!
!

The old woman smiles.!

If we reach the horizon, we’ll be fine.!
But we’re not getting any closer.!
At least it’s still there, right?!
Right.!

Ma’am?!
Yes?!
Were you happy?!
Very. Were you happy?!
Very.!
Are you happy?!

!
!
The child thinks for a moment. For the first time we don’t hear a lie.!
!
Very.!
!
!

SYNERGY #9

A little boat floats along the edge of the world, everything else is on fire.
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FINDING HOME

ARILYNE WONG

A series of emotions to illustrate my journey from before LPC, arriving here, and adapting to the
environment. For me, the horizon represents something unknown, something you can look forward to,
and I used this sense of unfamiliarity to express the development of my experiences.
i.

It is night and you can taste peonies in your
mouth. Or at least that’s what you tell
yourself. You don’t want to think about why
your tongue feels like a house fire nor your
hands charred black.
You imagined fingertips as candles and
burnt away the red string, blazing and
splendid and bright; you were the sky
peeling away its timidity, tremendous and
raw and glorious. Then the novelty wore off
and you can’t remember why you are
standing on layers of matchsticks thrown
into an almost pattern. So now there are
stains on your cheeks from the ash on your
fingers and you wear them like a reminder.
A path stretches out before you but you
don’t follow it. You can’t, not yet, not when
your body still feels like a hazard, or perhaps
a promise. Through the mist, the hedges
rage, wrestling furiously with the sky.

ii. You dream of rows of houses like crooked
teeth, of skies tangled in telephone wires, of
streetlights flickering like moths. You dream
that a ghost walked into your room and
turned off the light. You don’t remember
what you dreamt of but you wake up and
you smell burning again.
You must have inhaled the sun.

iii. After some time, the sun floats back up your
throat and you choke on your loose ribs.
Somewhere amidst the confusion, you
cough out your lungs and they lie limp in the
dirt, like the heart of some terrible beast,
blackened and bruised and burnt. You’re not
sure what that means: how you’re still
breathing, why your chest still feels as
hollow as before. As full as before. There
doesn’t seem to be a difference.
You want to crawl into the dirt like the rain.
To melt into the great dark expanse of the
ocean. Find comfort in the act of
disappearance. You want to invent a way to
grasp the universe with your teeth so you
can become it.
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iv. Somewhere, lightning strikes a plane, and
you can feel it in the ache of your bones.
The air doesn’t smell right: of houses
standing gnarled like winter trees, of lonely
twisting highways under a long moon, of
wind blowing up a storm inside a room;
there is a stillness that resembles vacancy.
Somewhere, trains tremble past empty
stations, every scene in the window
becoming a mystery. You can feel the world
inhaling beneath your feet and you exhale in
unison.

v. The path appears before you again, this
time narrow and overgrown. On each side, a
tangle of branches like waves crashing
against rock, reaching out to leave marks on
skin as you pass through. But you do so
anyways. You know this road well, and you
take it. Swallow it, become the great oak
tree that devours the land. Run your fingers
through the sky as if it was water and leave
trails of ash and red. The sun is frozen and
you are growing again.

vi. There is a light in the distance, between the
gaps that splinter where the waves crash
against the unmoving sky. You move
towards it, seeking out the safety of this
unknowable being. As your steps stutter
towards it, you find yourself returning,
swallowing air like explosions. A reunion:
once a ghost of yourself, cold breath and
tired thought, twice lost.
And you are a lighthouse, an symbol of
safety, an omen of disaster. You are the
beast that conquers the earth, sharp eyes
and silent feet. You are the gust that spreads
and encompasses the sky.
Somehow along the way, you’ve learnt how
to consume the sky, and you watch the
every single spark weaving their way
throughout the great tangle of mess, finally
colliding in nothing less than an explosion,
like the sun. You have claimed every single
piece of you as your own, and gravity settles
back within your skin again.
Your teeth no longer feels loose. Your ribs
aren’t crooked anymore.
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MEET THE TEAM
!
LAURE BLANCHEZ (BELGIUM, writer)
Hello Everyone! I am Laure Blanchez, I am from Belgium but I was raised for the
last 3 years of my life in the USA before coming to LPC. I am now a first year at
LPC. My interests mainly revolve around Literature, History and Politics. I also quite
enjoy going for a run but my favorite thing to do by far is traveling. My favorite food
is chocolate, spaghetti, and pastries. I have one little brother and one little sister
back home, as well as my parents.!

!

HOLLY LEUNG (HONG KONG, writer, editor)
Her greatest achievement includes that of eating an unbelievably large number of
mooncakes in one go. She is often depicted as lazy because of her refusal to go
out. She is here to declare that the real reason she fears the great outdoors is her
love-hate relationship with mosquitos and other insects as such. The biggest
concern she has each day is about which jacket she has to wear because she can't
understand Hong Kong weather at all. Even though she has lived here. For, like,
her entire life. One of the things she hates is writing with stream of consciousness.
And irony. (Opps) But on the whole, she writes with sincerity. Her name is Holly and
she hopes that you, as a reader, can discover new insights and broaden your
horizons through her writing. !

!
!

**On a side note, she also hates overly pretentious or anticlimactic endings.!

DISAL LAHIRU (SRI LANKA, writer)
I am 17. I am a Buddhist and a Sinhalese. My interest lies in playing cricket
and badminton. I am skilled in drama and dancing as well. Whenever you see
me, I am always smiling. The reason is simple: no one can cry when I’m
smiling in front of them. In my family, my mother is a housewife and my dad is
a cook. I also have a little sister who is three years younger than me. For me,
LPC is a turning point of my life. The college, the environment and the people
– I love them all. During free time, I like to chill out with friends. I hope to be
friendly with everyone. In fact, I never had enemies and I won’t. Talking about
my aspirations, I guess I want to be a successful great citizen to the world,
and I am constantly working towards this goal!!

!

MARK PENJUELI (FIJI, writer)
I am Mark Penjueli (18); born in Suva, Fiji, a very tropical nation of around 300
islands in the South Pacific. I enjoy music, sports and traveling. I come from a
family of 6 children - I am the youngest. Moving to Hong Kong for studies was my
first time being overseas and so far it has been an amazing learning experience in
every aspect.!

!
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XIAOYU WU (CHINA, writer, editor)
Couldn’t find me in the crowd? Give it up, it’s normal, maybe you should look down
or… more likely, I will say hello to you. Hey, it’s me, self-mocking all the time, plus,
a paradox sometimes. How about the rising horizon? Like the spoiler of the light,
unveil only half of the face in the mystery night. But that’s what make you want to
explore more I guess… A paradox, right? I wish to bring you smile and sunshine as
well.!

!

GALIA PAUL (FRANCE, writer, photographer)
Very unknown writer well-forget in the fantasy kingdom…if somedays you want to
take time to explore this rich horizon of discoveries with her, she will bring you to
the inspiration waterfall where you can foam the knowledges to the surface…then
she will bring you to a large and deep forest where each tree is a mysterious well in
which you can lose your mind among the stories gushing out of the holes. Each fruit
is a juicy heart offering a bunch of new feelings…finally, you will fly above a
meadow of growing plants trying to touching the sky, it is like the cultures expending
and sharing everyday…Then you will just open your eyes and think that the real
world is exactly as what you just saw.!

!

ARILYNE WONG (HONG KONG, writer, designer)
I am a writer from Hong Kong who spends too much time searching for words to
represent my thoughts, and not enough time expressing them. I enjoy reading
novels and poetry in spontaneous locations: on piers facing the horizon, in narrow
streets filled with hidden shops, within gardens awash in green. Typically, I’ll find
myself desperately trying to keep up with the overwhelming flow of every day life. In
my free time, you’ll find me taking long train journeys, getting lost in the city, and
dwelling upon storms and oceans. My other interests include photography, art, and
architecture.!

!

ANSON LIN (HONG KONG, writer, designer)
Characterized by her dark circles and inability to focus during Chemistry classes,
Anson has a gift for losing things that aren’t easy to lose and finding nothing. Her
love for Salinger and long-ass titles results in a phenomena where all her stories
sound like a midlife crisis waiting to happen. Any mistakes resulting from her
distaste for spelling and grammar is usually justified by “artistic intention”. She can
be found in the art room, usually on the floor. She likes Green Day, sugar, and
clouds.!

!

JUSTIN CHOW (HONG KONG, leader, editor)
I came from a local school in Hong Kong. Coming to LPCUWC is undoubtedly
an eye-opener for me. Here, the enthusiasm of debating social issues never
ceases. To expose myself to multiple perspectives, there is simply no better
opportunity than living with people from over 80 countries. Given the privilege
to enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime experience in a UWC, I have always been
extremely grateful.!
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AFTERWORD
Justin Chow

Every member of the community, be it staff, guard, janitor or student, has a
unique and essential role to play in the United World College movement.
Even though the contribution of each individual can be minimal, when all
these tiny ‘pixels’ come together, they often become a magnificent picture
even without us realising. At some point, perhaps we should take a step back
and appreciate the boundless picture that we have created hand in hand. In
that moment of clarity, we shall witness the great horizons that have emerged
before us. Embrace that spectacular vision; it is the amazing fruit of
everyone’s input into the community.!
!
And this is our ‘Horizons’ – a line that extends from past to present, a line that
ventures through all the souls in the community, a line that links up people
with various opinions across the spectrum. Gazing at the horizons, we shall
see both unity and diversity. And this is exactly the core of the UWC
movement – our spirit reveals itself to the fullest only when multiple
perspectives are present. To unite everyone along the horizons, everything
builds upon mutual acceptance and respect of differences. In fact, our UWC
movement can never be represented by one single opinion, but rather, by
every single opinion. Without question, this is something that we all should
cherish.!
!
It is my great honour to be the editor of Synergy this year. I deem Synergy an
extraordinary opportunity not only for students to share their thoughts, but
also for the audience to echo with our values. As you read through our works,
I sincerely hope that you can share the same visions with us and be
captivated by the beauty of our horizons.!

!

ALSO A HUGE AND SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:
WILLIE HEUNG AND MAY YUK LEE (DEVELOPMENT TEAM STAFF)
AND MING LOK (SYNERGY WORKSHOP TRAINER)
without their support this would’ve been so much harder.
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